Town of Benton, New Hampshire. Annual report of the town officers, year ended December 31, 1957. by Benton Town Representatives
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Moderator: James J. Page
Town Clerk : Ruth F. Page
Selectmen:
James J. Page (Term Expires 1958)
John Boutin, Sr. (Term Expires 1959)
Joseph Boutin, Jr. (Moved from Town)
Treasurer: Priscilla Boutin
Tax Collector: Francis H. Lackie
Highway Agent: John Boutin, Jr.
Supervisors of the Checklist:
Ethel A. Boutin Forrest E. Clark Lena Collins
Constable: Ethel A. Boutin
Surveyor of Wood and Lumber: James J. Page
Library Trustees:
Lulu M. Clark (Term Expires 1958)
Seraphine Harris (Term Expires 1959)
Vevah Leonard (Term Expires 1960)
Librarian: Vevah Leonard
Trustees of Trust Funds :
Forrest E. Clark (Term Expires 1958)
Ira E. Elliott (Term Expires 1959)
James M. Leonard (Term Expires 1960)





















Health Officer: John Boutin, Sr.
Relief Agent: Ethel A. Boutin
TOWN MEETING WARRANT
You are hereby notified to meet at the Community
Building in said Benton on the second Tuesday of
March next (the 11th) at 10 o'clock in the forenoon
to vote and act upon the following subjects:
Article 1. To choose a Town Clerk; one Selectman for
three years, James J. Page being the outgoing member
;
one Selectman for two years to complete the term of
Joseph Boutin, Jr.; one Tax Collector; one Treasurer;
one Highway Agent ; one Auditor ; and all other neces-
sary town officers and agents for the ensuing year.
Article 2. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate $92.08 as the Town's share for construc-
tion of highways (Town Road Aid).
Article 3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate $12.99 to the White Mountains Region
Association for the purpose of issuing and distributing
printed matter and advertising and otherwise pub-
licizing the advantages of the Town in cooperation
with the other towns in the region.
Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to make any
alterations in the amount of money to be raised and
appropriated for the ensuing year as recommended
in the budget, and raise and appropriate all sums so
determined.
Article 5. To hear the reports of officers and agents
and pass any vote relating thereto.
Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to authorize
the Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of
taxes.
Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize
a discount on property taxes paid before a date author-
ized by the Selectmen and to set the amount of said
discount.
Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to authorize
the Selectmen to administer or sell any real estate ac-
quired through Tax Collector's deeds.
Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to dispense
with the delivery of inventory blanks until April 1st.
Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to observe
Memorial Day as in past years.
Article 11. To see if the Town will vote to authorize
the playing of beano in said Town.
Article 12. To transact any other business that may
legally come before said meeting.





BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF BENTON—1958
Estimate of Revenue for the Year 1958 Compared with Actual
Revenue for the Year 1957.
SOURCES OF REVENUE
From State of New Hampshire
Interest and Dividends Tax
Savings Bank Tax
Reimbursement a/c State and
Federal Lands
State Share Town Road Aid
Class V Highway Maintenance Allotment
National Forest Reserve (one-half)
Reimbursement a/c Blister Rust
From Local Sources Except Taxes
Dog Licenses
Interest Received on Taxes and Deposits
Income from Trust Funds
Income from Town Truck
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
From Local Taxes Other than Property Taxes
Poll Taxes
Yield Taxes
Total Revenues from all Sources
Except Property Taxes
Amount to be Raised by Property Taxes
TOTAL REVENUES
Actual





Election and Registration Expenses















Interest on Temporary Loans
Interest on Long Term Note
Indebtedness
Long Term Note—Accelerated TRA Program






SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION—1957
Land and Buildings $ 87,925.00
Electric Plants
New England Power Co. $ 28,750.00
N. H. Electric Coop., Inc. 3,790.00










and exemptions to blind
Net Valuation On Which
Tax Rate Is Computed
Amount of Property Valuation
Exempted to Veterans
Amount of Property Valuation
Exempted to Blind
Number of inventories distributed
Number of inventories returned
Number of Veterans who Received
Property Tax Exemption




















STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND TAXES

































































BALANCE SHEET — DECEMBER 31, 1957
ASSETS
Cash in Hands of Treasurer 12/31/57 $5,049.32
Unredeemed Taxes
Levy of 1956 $ 71.84
Levy of 1955 81.21
Previous Years 131.39
12
Long Term Note Outstanding





SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Community Building and School
Land and Building $5,000.00
Furniture and Equipment 1,000.00
Town Office Building and Library
Building 30000
Furniture and Equipment 25.00
Highway Department
Equipment—truck and snowplow 2,500.00





Received from Motor Vehicle Permits
1956 Permits (3) $ 17.04
1957 Permits (76) 595.57
$ 612.61

































TREASURER'S REPORT AND DETAIL
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS
Received from Francis H. Lackie,
Tax Collector
1953 Tax sales redeemed $ 160.54
1955 Tax sales redeemed 167.96
1956 Tax sales redeemed 10.99
1955 Taxes bought by town 245.69
1956 Taxes bought by town 111.30
1956 Poll tax abatements $ 4.00
1956 Poll tax collected 54.00
1956 Head tax collected 160.00
1956 Head tax penalties collected 16.00
1956 Head tax abatements 10.00
1956 Property tax collected 1,937.99
1956 Property tax interest 36.75
1956 Yield tax collected 125.31
1956 Yield tax interest 11.25
1957 Poll tax collected $ 70.00
1957 Head tax collected 205.00
1957 Head tax penalties 2.00
1957 Property tax collected 4,736.64
1957 Property tax interest .77
1957 Yield tax collected 1,134.30
Received from Ruth F. Page,
Town Clerk




1957 Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 595.57
1957 Dog Licenses 18.00
17
$ 630.61
Received from Ethel A. Boutin,
Constable
1957 Dog Licenses $ 29.00







Anticipation of Taxes $2,000.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS $14,950.60
Balance on hand 1/1/57 2,989.79
$17,940.39
Less Selectmen's Orders — 12,883.73
$5,056.66
Less Bank Charges — 7.34










State Head Taxes—1957 205.00
Total Current Year's Taxes
Collected and Remitted $6,145.94




State Head Taxes—Prev. Years
Interest Received on Taxes
Penalties on State Head Taxes
Tax Sales Redeemed
From State
For Town Road Aid
For Class V Highway Maint.
Interest and Dividends Tax
Savings Bank Tax
Reimbursement a/c State
and Federal Lands 473.39
Reimbursement a/c White
Pine Blister Rust 1.38




Receipts Other than Current Revenue
Temporary Loans in
Anticipation of Taxes $2,000.00
Taxes Bought by Town
—




FROM ALL SOURCES $14,950.60







Payments on Temporary Loans
in Anticipation of Taxes $2,000.00
Payments on Long Term Note 467.18
Payments to Other Governmental
Divisions
State Head Taxes Paid
State Treasurer $ 324.50
Taxes Paid to County 266.80
Payments to School District 5,772.51
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DETAIL SUMMARY OF PAYMENTS
Detail 1. Town Officers' Salaries
Forrest E. Clark, trustee of trust funds $ 8.00
James M. Leonard, trustee of trust funds 8.00
Ethel A. Boutin, auditor 20.00
Priscilla Boutin, closing 1956 accounts 20.00
James J. Page, closing 1956 accounts 30.00
John Boutin, Sr., assessing 16.00
Joseph Boutin, Jr., assessing 12.00
James J. Page, assessing 16.00
Francis H. Lackie, Tax Commission meetings 8.00
James J. Page, Tax Commission meeting 4.00
Priscilla Boutin, treasurer 50.00
Ruth F. Page, town clerk 50.00
Francis H. Lackie, tax collector 50.00
Ethel A. Boutin, relief agent 10.00
John Boutin, Sr., selectman 40.00
James J. Page, selectman 75.00
$ 417.00
Detail 2. Town Officers' Expenses
Association of N. H. Assessors, 1957 dues $ 3.00
Town Clerks' Association, 1957 dues 3.00
N. H. Tax Collectors' Association, 1957 dues 3.00
James M. Leonard, mileage for trustees 2.40
Ethel A. Boutin, postage for auditor 1.25
Courier Printing Co., Inc., town reports 183.09
George E. Quig Insurance Agency,
officers' bonds 17.20
Edith J. Yeaton, gas for relief agent 3.00
Sargent Bros., tax bills 14.50
Recording and Statistical Corp.,
auto-truck guide 7.50
Lisbon Savings Bank & Trust Co.,
safe deposit box 4.40
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Edson C. Eastman, supplies
Ethel A. Boutin, fees and expenses
Ruth F. Page, fees and expenses
Francis H. Lackie, fees and expenses
Fred J. Shores, Register, transfers
Anna D. Proctor, Register, transfers
John Boutin, Sr., expenses
James J. Page, expenses
Detail 3. Election and Registration Expenses
Ethel A. Boutin, supervisor
Lena Collins, supervisor
Forrest E. Clark, supervisor
John Boutin, Sr., selectman
Joseph Boutin, Jr., selectman
Ruth F. Page, town clerk
James J. Page, moderator
Detail 4. Expenses of Town Buildings
P. R. Gregory, Jr., wood
Mabel Boutin, cleaning
Seraphine Harris, cleaning
John Boutin, Sr., labor
Page Hill Farms, wood
Floyd Noyes, rent of mixer
Detail 5. Police Department
Ethel A. Boutin, constable
Detail 6. Blister Rust Control
William H. Messeck, Jr., State Forester
Detail 7. Health Department





























Detail 8. Vital Statistics
Ruth F. Page, town clerk $ 7.00
Detail 9. Town Road Aid
State of New Hampshire (Paid to Woodsville
Guaranty Savings Bank on Long Term Note
for Accelerated TRA Program) $ 70.08
Detail 10. Town Road Maintenance—Summer
Labor
John Boutin, Jr., agent
26




Detail 11. Town Road Maintenance—Winter
Labor











Report of Trustees of Trust Funds for Year Ending
December 31, 1957
There are in custody of the Trustees the following trust funds
bequeated to the town of Benton. The income shown (183.95) is
that received during the year 1957 and the distribution of income is
as specified by the donors of the funds.
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AUDITOR'S REPORT
I have examined the accounts of the Selectmen, Tax
Collector, Treasurer, Town Clerk, Highway Agent,
Trustees of Trust Funds, and Library Trustees and





The Benton Town Library, classified as ''inactive"
by the State Library, functions solely through the
Bookmobile which keeps the librarian supplied with
an excellent selection of current books. Balance in







MEMORIAL DAY COMMITTEE REPORT
Town's Appropriation
Howard Tyler (donation)






Rent of hall for card parties $103.00
Rent of hall for reception 2.00
Donation 3.00
Sale of old chairs 8.00
TOTAL $116.00
Paid Out
Woodsville Furniture Co., bal. on chairs $ 85.00
Aldrich Store, oil cloth for tables 7.00
Arthur Young, repairing card tables 2.25
N. H. Electric Coop, (part of light bill) 11.08
Towels for hall 5.00
Soap powder, soap, Ajax, bleach .87
$111.20






For Year Ending January 1, 1958
DISTRICT OFFICERS
School Board





















Benton Street School Grades 1-8
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SCHOOL WARRANT
To the inhabitants of the School District in the Town
of Benton, qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the School and
Community Building- in said district on the eleventh
day of March, 1958, at two o'clock in the afternoon to
act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation
of any other officers or agents of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Com-
mittees, or Officers chosen, and pass any vote re-
lating thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in
relation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise
and appropriate for the support of schools, for the
salaries of school district officials and agents, and
for the payment of statutory obligations of the
district, and to authorize the application against
said appropriation of such sums as are estimated
to be received from the state foundation aid fund
together with other income; the school board to
35
certify to the selectmen the balance between the
estimated revenue and the appropriation, which
balance is to be raised by taxes by the town.
To transact any other business that may legally









SCHOOL BOARD'S ESTIMATE FOR 1958-1959
School Board's statement of amounts required to
support public schools and meet other statutory ob-
ligations of the District for the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 1958.
Total amount required to meet School Board's
budget as itemized in Column 4 of the Budget Report
$8,959.50
Estimated Income of District
Balance June 30, 1958 $ 300.00
Federal Aid: Forest Reserve 600.00
State Aid 1,900.00
Income from Trust Funds 50.00
Income from Tuition 175.00
We recommend that the District adopt the proposed
budget and raise and appropriate the sum of $8,959.50






Moved that the School District raise and appropriate
$8,959.50 and to authorize and direct the School Board
to apply against said appropriation such income as is
estimated by the School Board, exclusive of State Aid,
and upon the determination of the amount of State
Aid to be received by the School District during the
next fiscal year, to authorize and direct the School
Board to apply against such appropriation the sum to
be received from State Aid and with the School District
Clerk certify to the Selectmen the balance as an assess-
ment to be raised by the town for school purposes.
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
July 1, 1956 to June 30, 1957
Receipts
Cash on Hand July 1, 1956 $ 120.70
Federal Aid: Forest Reserve 400.15
State Aid : Foundation Aid 2,037.14
Appropriation 4,214.11





Orders of the School Board $7,206.72
Cash on Hand June 30, 1957 43.90
July 1, 1957 to January 1, 1958
Receipts







Orders of the School Board $3,573.90









Cash on Hand June 30, 1957
Accounts Due to District
From Town
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ANNUAL REPORT OF DISTRICT TREASURER
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1957
Cash on Hand July 1, 1956 $ 120.70
Received from Selectmen
Current Appropriation $4,214.11
Bal. Previous Appropriation 408.25
Received from State Treasurer
State Funds 2,037.14
Federal Funds 400.15
Rec. as Income from Trust Funds 58.25
Rec. from State, Unexpended Per
Capita Tax 12.02
$7,129.92
Total Amount Available for
Fiscal Year $7,250.62
Less School Board Orders Paid 7,206.72




This is to certify that I have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records
of the treasurer of the school district of Benton of
which the above is a true summary for the fiscal year






To the School Board and Citizens of Benton:
I herewith submit my fifteenth annual report as
Superintendent of Schools.
The total enrollment of the Benton Street School in
1956-1957 was 12, the average membership 11.75 and
the percent of attendance 97.9. There were 11 pupils
enrolled in other districts ; one pupil attended Plymouth
High School, one at Haverhill Academy, 4 at Woods-
ville High and 5 pupils attended Warren elementary
school.
At the Benton Street School this year the total enroll-
ment is 14 which includes one tuition pupil from Haver-
hill. There are 5 elementary pupils attending at Warren
and 2 attending at Haverhill. There is one pupil attend-
ing Plymouth High School, one attending Haverhill and
there are 5 attending Woodsville High School.
Next year we expect to pay tuition for 10 high school
and 6 elementary pupils. This tuition, with increased
rates, will account for approximately half our budget.
Mrs. Romina Boemig teaches at Benton Street School
for her third successive year. The children enjoy work-
ing with Mrs. Boemig and classes are going well. We
are fortunate to avoid the rapid turn-over of teachers
which takes place in many communities.
The school program was upset late in the fall with
Asian flu. Most of the children were sick and school was
closed for a week. Several days have been made up. The
remainder will be made up before school closes in June.
Mrs. Boutin asked me if I would make a note in this
report on the new R.E.A. advance minimum charge for
light bills. As of June 1, 1957, an advance payment is
made. When each monthly bill is presented a credit
42
balance is listed until this advance payment is used up.
At first glance this bill appears overpaid. However, this
is not so. It is a new method of billing.









1. Salaries of District Officers
Ethel Boutin, School Board $ 12.00
James Leonard, School Board 10.00
Mildred Elliott, School Board 5.00
Lena Collins, Treasurer 15.00
Mildred Elliott, Auditor 6.00
Ethel Boutin, Clerk 11.50
$ 59.50
2. Superintendent's Salary-
Treasurer, Super. Union #34 48.24
3. Tax for Statewide Supervision
Treasurer, State of N. H. 40.00
4. Salaries of Other Adm. Personnel
Ethel Boutin, School Census $ 8.00
Treasurer, Super. Union #34
Superintendent's Secretary 26.67
Forrest Clark, Truant Officer 5.00
Supplies & Expenses
Treasurer, Super. Union #34,
Travel and expenses $ 25.99
Ethel Boutin, telephone calls 2.25
N. H. School Board Assn., dues 5.00
Bank Service charge 7.20







Collector of Internal Revenue 454.00
N. H. Teachers' Retirement 223.80
Books & Other Instructional Aids
Allyn & Bacon $ 12.87
Houghton Mifflin Co. 6.86
Scott, Foresman & Co. 17.31





Mildred Elliott, janitor's sup. 8.99
Mildred Elliott, cleaning 3.00
Maintenance of School Plant
14. Repairs & Replacements
Iona Boutin, cleaning $ 10.00
Mildred Elliott, cleaning 10.00
James Elliott, labor 7.00
Ethel Boutin, cleaning 10.00
John Boutin, drawing sand 2.00
A. J. Boutin, cleaning drain 5.00
Joseph Boutin, fixing cellar
drain 6.00
Aldrich General Store,
dry cleaning curtain 6.00
Roy Gonyaw, repairs 7.75
Ernest Welch, repairs on clock 3.00
17. Tuition
Warren School District




Daniel Carr, Treas. 192.50
Haverhill School District
Wm. Eichorn, Treas. 82.50
Woodsville School District
Clarence Knox, Treas. 1,100.00
Plymouth School District
Merlin Connery, Treas. 315.00
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